
OPENING WORSHIP 
Gathering to Seek Shalom 

Thursday, June 14, 4:00 p.m. 
 

* Indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able.   
Bold print invites you to join in unison reading. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 Amidst the hustle and bustle of life,  
  we come together in search of shalom. 
 Alive and ready, we gather again in Christ’s name. 
 Juggling schedules, balancing roles and responsibilities,  
  we commit to this sacred time of conferencing and prayer. 
 We give glory and thanks to God! 
 Longing for community, drawn by Christ’s call,  
 We are woven together by God’s love. 
 Young and old, weary and energetic,  
 we gather to serve and worship the One  
  who calls and brings us here. 
  
*OPENING SONG “And Are We Yet Alive” 
 
*OPENING PRAYER   
 
SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 29:7  
“But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, 
for in its welfare you will find your welfare” (NRSV) 

 
SCRIPTURE DIALOGUE  

 One:   Seek the welfare of the city where I’m sent?   
Sounds like Bishop Swenson again… Practice your Wesleyan Code in your zip code!  

 Other:  Ministry in my zip code? 
  I still don’t know where I’m sent on July 1! Talk about feeling in exile! 
 One:   Exile? Exile indeed! I don’t know the language of my neighbors. 

Other:  At least you can pray, pray for their welfare.  Jeremiah seems pretty convinced. 
One:   Pray for neighbors I don’t understand.  That’s easier said than done. 
Other:  I’ll have to pray for neighbors I haven’t yet met.  Surely we can at least offer prayer. 
One:   Seek their welfare, for their welfare is mine.  Sounds like the golden rule. 
Other:  In the wellness of the city, I will find my own wellness.   

  Something hopeful in that idea. 
One:   Seek their shalom, weave communities of wholeness.   

  Sounds like our Conference theme.   
Other:  Even in exile, Jeremiah prayed, prophesied and taught.   

  Sounds like our appointment system! 
Both: Sounds like God’s call! 



 
*SONG OF REFLECTION “Seek the Welfare of the City” 

 
 
*RESPONSIVE PRAYER  
 Cradler of Grace, you speak your words, so we might hear the sighs 
 of the outsiders of our world. 
 You walk the borderlands of our joys and sorrows, 
 so we might embrace your healing.  
 You enter our hearts, 
 despite our best efforts 
 to close them to your presence. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 29:7  
Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (NIV) 
 



PRAYER OF RESPONSE   

 Enduring Spirit: 
 when we are tempted 
 to imprison the good news 
 with our politics, our fears, 
 our prejudices, our doubts - 
 whisper that Word 
 which shatters all chains, 
 and sets us free to be God's people. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 85:7-13  
 
SONG OF UNITY “Weaver Spirit” 

 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 29:7  
So, seek the shalom of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in 
its shalom you will find your shalom. (NRSV altered) 
 
CLOSING The Conch Shell is Blown 
 



WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Worship Participants today include: 

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 
Lay Leaders Ken Ellis, Connee Freeman, Phil Freeman 
General Conference Delegates Tom Choi, Leanne Nakanishi, Molly Vetter, Mele Maka,  
Cedrick Bridgeforth, JoAnn Fukumoto, Patricia Harris 
Jurisdictional Conference Delegates Frank Wulf, Ana-Haydee Urda, Bau Dang,  
Krystle Wheeler, Piula E. Ala’ilima, and Tonya Harris 
Annual Conference Members Bill Johnson, Teresa Santillana and Judy Chung 
Musicians Gregory Norton and Miki Fifita 
 

We are grateful to this week’s Worship Planners: 
Mary J. Scifres, Karin Ellis, and Gregory Norton 
 Chancel Artists Sue D’Alessio and Susan Oeffler 
Screen Visual Artist Jason Moore 

 
 
This afternoon’s Call to Worship is adapted from Laura Jaquith Bartlett in “The Abingdon Worship Annual 2007,” © 2006 Abingdon Press.  
Our prayers were written by Thom M. Schuman, lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.  All written words used by permission.   
Our scripture dialogue was written by Mary J. Scifres.  “Seek the Welfare” was written by the Rev. Norman J. Goreham, © Norman J. Goreham, Used by 
permission of author, also covered by CCLI.  “Weaver Spirit”(“Spirit of Love”) was written by Shirley Erena Murray, © 1992 Hope Publishing.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense E802489. 


